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 Here for you 860-335-2455 

 
 

UPDATE FOR 9/26/2016 
 

JUMP TO SCHOOL UPDATES: 
Please CLICK BELOW to get the DIGITAL BACKPACK information for the listed school: 

BG 
TIS 

TMS 
THS 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
More on Open Choice 

 
The Board of Education has been working on having a workshop format for meetings at intervals – 
potentially every third meeting, or as part of a regular meeting. The first this year will be at our 9/28/2016 
BOE meeting and will devote time to the Open Choice Program. It will be held in the Council 
Chambers of the Hicks Building (6th floor) at 7:30 PM. Please come and share your thoughts and 
feedback. Please see the other information I have posted on this program: 
Article 1 
Article 2 

Other resources that you may find helpful: 

Resource Explanation 
http://www.thisamericanlife.org/radio-archives/episode/562/the-
problem-we-all-live-with 
 

Nikole Hannah-Jones looks 
at a district that, not long ago, 
accidentally launched a 
desegregation program. 

http://www.tolland.k12.ct.us/UserFiles/Servers/Server_891568/File
/SuperintendentBulletin/2016_9_26/SocioEconBenefitsIntegration.
pdf 

The Benefits of 
Socioeconomically and Racially 
Integrated Schools and 
Classrooms 

Hope to see you soon. – Superintendent Willett 

 

http://www.bgp.tolland.k12.ct.us/cms/One.aspx?portalId=892415&pageId=1682918
http://www.tis.tolland.k12.ct.us/UserFiles/Servers/Server_892145/File/Office/gwhite/2016-2017/db%209-26-16.pdf
http://www.tms.tolland.k12.ct.us/cms/One.aspx?portalId=892040&pageId=7310107
http://www.tolland.k12.ct.us/UserFiles/Servers/Server_891568/File/THSWeeklyBulletin-9-26-16%20(2).pdf
http://www.tolland.k12.ct.us/UserFiles/Servers/Server_891568/File/SuperintendentBulletin/2016_9_19/2016_9_19_Bulletin.pdf
http://www.tolland.k12.ct.us/UserFiles/Servers/Server_891568/File/SuperintendentBulletin/2016_9_23_Open%20Choice%20Ltr/2016_9_23_Letter%20On%20Open%20Choice.pdf
http://www.thisamericanlife.org/radio-archives/episode/562/the-problem-we-all-live-with
http://www.thisamericanlife.org/radio-archives/episode/562/the-problem-we-all-live-with
http://www.tolland.k12.ct.us/UserFiles/Servers/Server_891568/File/SuperintendentBulletin/2016_9_26/SocioEconBenefitsIntegration.pdf
http://www.tolland.k12.ct.us/UserFiles/Servers/Server_891568/File/SuperintendentBulletin/2016_9_26/SocioEconBenefitsIntegration.pdf
http://www.tolland.k12.ct.us/UserFiles/Servers/Server_891568/File/SuperintendentBulletin/2016_9_26/SocioEconBenefitsIntegration.pdf
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The Skinny on State Standardized Testing 
 

October 19th – THS Library – State Standardized Testing Workshop – 7:00 PM 
 
The children in Tolland ranked competitively on the State Standardized tests (and the SAT at the High 
School). A review of the aggregate data indicates the Tolland Public Schools are competitive with schools 
in our county and district reference group, and significantly above the state average (as expected).  In 
other words, we are teaching to the standards reasonably well. Researchers named Linn, Graue, and 
Sanders (1990) showed that scores, relative to norms, tended to increase significantly for several years 
after a new form of test was introduced, and then drop back down again when a different form was 
introduced. How quickly and to what extent these adaptations are executed and to what extent they rise, 
however, can be factors of something broader than the school context. 
 
There are all kinds of ways of assessing the skills and abilities of people, and for the last hundred years 
human beings have been trying to make this a science. A book called The Next Generation of Testing by 
Jiano and Lissitz (2016) discusses the process. The schools entered into this movement arguably starting 
in 1935 with the Iowa Test of Basic Skills (E.F. Lindquist) and the Differential Aptitude Test (DAT - 
1947) developed by the Psychological Corporation. Recognizing the limitations of multiple choice 
testing, starting around the 1990’s some states introduced “performance tasks” into their assessments. 
Performance tasks were meant to focus on evaluating higher order thinking and took more testing time, 
and typically involved scoring by human beings over machines. These had additional validity and could 
be used to impact instruction (Linn, Baker, & Dunbar, 1991). Unfortunately the costs associated with 
developing, administering, and scoring these tests led states to turn away from this form of assessment. 
Therefore these days assessments are often described as falling into two camps: assessments that inform 
instruction (i.e. ones that provide teachers information they can use daily, weekly or monthly to improve 
how they are teaching students day to day) vs. assessments that purportedly hold stakeholders 
“accountable” or that provide “accountability measures” (which tend to be snapshots in time, once a year, 
usually toward the tail end of a school year). 
 
In general accountability measures were conceptualized because there was a feeling culpability was 
needed.  The instinct to want to identify who is “responsible” for “success” or “failure” or “mediocrity” is 
compelling. It is compelling because the feeling is that if the elusive reasons for success or the erroneous 
practices that cause failure can be identified they can be addressed– celebrating the strong performers, 
“helping” the “weak” performers, addressing the “problems” whether they be people, practices, or 
policies.  
 
The “assessments that inform instruction” are the typically seen as the most valuable tests by practitioners 
(educators) and arguably the most useful for directly helping children day to day. These assessments 
(sometimes called “formatives”) seek to measure how the child or children are doing “along the way.” As 
an educator and the class work together on concepts, the results of assessments that inform instruction 
help the educators understand whether the children as a whole, or as individuals, have acquired the skills 
and knowledge they hoped. Children are encouraged to gauge their own learning and progress as well.  If 
results do not demonstrate adequate acquisition of the skill or knowledge, the educator may try a different 
approach, teaching again, and so on until the efforts yield better results. This kind of assessment is 
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ongoing during the course of instruction and is a tool for learning. Such assessments can be utilized for 
groups of children, or one child. They are based on research from people like Vygotsky that treat people 
as individuals along a spectrum of understanding that we evaluate and adjust to, helping the learner reach 
their personal best. The Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium has recently (in the last year or so) 
released “Interim Assessments” (ICAs and IABs). The IABs or shorter “block” assessments are 
purportedly more formative in nature and we will be looking into those as a district. The “assessments that 
inform instruction” are ineffective (generally) at demonstrating major differences between economic and 
social classes because they are focused on individual, or smaller groups, of students’ success at a more 
granular level.  
 
Both kind of tests have a place in America. Both have their place in the educational spectrum of service 
for the American people. However, some argue that the accountability assessments have taken over too 
much of the focus these days. Accountability advocates work to couple standardized assessment results to 
teacher and school performance and identify “ineffective” teachers (through Teacher Evaluation Plan 
incorporation of this data). Advocates also seek to close “ineffective” schools, and open more charters and 
magnets when data from assessments and other sources indicates the local schools are “failing.” Some are 
greatly opposed to this, contending that the magnets and charters schools on average show no better 
results than most other schools and pointing to some charter and magnet failures that have left 
communities without resources for their neighborhood school, and no magnet/charter alternative. Another 
consideration is that data indicates that poverty and performance on these kinds of assessments are 
correlated (and probably causal). If one wants to know (in general) the results of the SBAC before the 
results are released, one has only to look at the poverty level of the populations in the districts being 
tested.  
 
Poverty often impacts access to resources, libraries, materials, books, and the ability to manage a 
student’s out-of-school activities both educational and otherwise. Poverty impacts how much exposure 
young brains have to enriching experiences and environments. Put simply, muscles that are worked-out 
grow, and in the same way so functions the mind. It is not that students who grapple with poverty are not 
learning. One may argue they are stuck learning more how to survive. How to survive is not covered in 
the Common Core, and so not much of it has relevance in that situation. The longer a student’s brain 
develops to address how to survive in lieu of these topics, the harder it is for a student to perform well on 
academic standards. Poverty can have a long-term impact through nutrition, and a lack of academic 
opportunity.  This situation is dangerous for communities, and the country as a whole. 
 
There are those that point out that for many years (since 1969) the federal government has implemented 
the National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP). It is an assessment given to students randomly 
sampled from our nation’s schools. This means it does not impact each and every school, every year – 
instead some schools and students representing the different demographic and socioeconomic groups and 
regions are tested. The results generally indicate how student performance differs between groups and 
regions. Some feel this is sufficient for accountability, and to do more than NAEP testing is to use 
resources that could otherwise be utilized to facilitate the development of other helpful programs and 
practices (e.g. Mastery Grading).  
 
This year and for the next few years one of my goals in Tolland is to build capacity and develop and 
reinforce methods of assessing that inform instruction and help our children be metacognitive and 
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reflective about their own learning. This will be done through improved practices and understandings. We 
will be focusing on formative assessing, and Mastery Grading.  
 
To wrap up, I anticipate that I will be asked whether students should take the SBAC test, or whether they 
should opt out.  I have tried to provide some background information. If we are not in compliance, I am 
told we could lose funding. My understanding is that dynamic exists between the state and federal 
government as well. The State Department of Education, and your local legislators are as good a place as 
any to discuss the matter. As always, please give me a call if you would like to discuss testing further – 
and please come to the workshop October 19! I will make sure all perspectives are heard. 
 
Parent resources: 
 
http://www.sde.ct.gov/sde/cwp/view.asp?a=2748&q=336294 
Common Core Standards: 

• CTCoreStandards.org 
• http://www.corestandards.org/ 

National Assessment of Educational Progress: 
• http://nces.ed.gov/nationsreportcard/about/ 
• http://nces.ed.gov/nationsreportcard/about/international.aspx 

Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium 
• http://www.smarterbalanced.org/smarter-balanced-assessments/ 
• http://www.sde.ct.gov/sde/cwp/view.asp?a=2748&q=335902 

Contrary Opinions 
• http://dianeravitch.net/ 

 
 
 
 

 Mark them in your calendar!  
 

Breakfast with the Superintendent 2016-2017: 
October 3, November 9, December 12, February 6, March 6, April 3, May 1, 
and June 5. Breakfast is at 9:00 am at the Board of Education Office.  
 
Please note that November 7 was moved to November 9. 
_______________________________________________________________ 
 

http://www.sde.ct.gov/sde/cwp/view.asp?a=2748&q=336294
http://www.ctcorestandards.org/
http://www.corestandards.org/
http://nces.ed.gov/nationsreportcard/about/
http://nces.ed.gov/nationsreportcard/about/international.aspx
http://www.smarterbalanced.org/smarter-balanced-assessments/
http://dianeravitch.net/2015/06/17/teacher-asks-who-is-behind-sbac/
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WIN A WEEK OF MEALS FOR TWO! 
 
Dear Tolland Community, 
The THS Class of 2018 is fundraising for class activities by holding an exciting raffle!   
The winners of the raffle will win gift certificates from restaurants and businesses in Tolland and 
surrounding towns.  There will be three winners.  Tickets are $20 and go directly to help the Class of 
2018!  Only 150 tickets will be sold, and the drawing will be held during THS announcements on October 
7th, so get your tickets soon!  (Winners will be notified on October 7th.)  Contact Amy Grendzinski 
(agrendzinski@tolland.k12.ct.us) or Jessica Fontaine (jfontaine@tolland.k12.ct.us) to buy tickets.  
You may also purchase tickets from our junior class officers. 
 
 

Grand Prize 
 

Bonefish Grill 
Papa T’s 

Monet’s Table 
Sakura 
Ronak 

Artisanal Burger Company 
Camille’s 

 
2nd Place Extended Weekend  

 
Mitchell’s 

Willington Pizza 
Camille’s 

J & D Pizza Hub & Grill 
3rd Place Prize Date Night 

 
Lake View 
Camille’s  

Sweet Frog 
Parkade Cinema 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:agrendzinski@tolland.k12.ct.us
mailto:jfontaine@tolland.k12.ct.us
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BUDGET WORKSHOPS – 7:00 pm-THS Library COMMUNITY WORKSHOPS 

October 5, 2016  

November 16, 2016 October 19, 2016 – 7:00 pm-Standardized 
Assessment and the Tolland Public Schools 

Tolland High School  Library 

January 9, 2017 December 7, 2016 – Internet Safety Presentation-
Tolland High School Auditorium – 7:00 – 8:30 pm 

SEE FLYER UNDER LINKS 

January 18, 2017 February 8, 2017 – 7:00 pm-Topic and Location-
TBD 

February 15, 2017 April 5, 2017 – 7:00 pm-Workshop on Students and 
Anxiety 

** Please note if it snows on January 9 or 
January 18, the make-up day will be January 23. 

June 7, 2017 –7:00 pm-Topic and Location TBD 

________________________________________________________ 
Athletic Openings 

 
We are seeking a High School Varsity Girls Lacrosse Coach for the Tolland Public Schools Athletic 

Program 
The position requires Connecticut State Coaching Certification  

Current CPR and First Aid Courses 
For more information and to apply visit our website at 

www.tolland.k12.ct.us 
 

District Offices/Human Resources/Employment Opportunities 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

http://www.tolland.k12.ct.us/
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TOLLAND HIGH SCHOOL OPEN HOUSE 

February 9, 2017 – 6:30 pm 

 

BIRCH GROVE PRIMARY SCHOOL CURRICULUM NIGHT 

September 28, 2016 – Grade 2 – 6:30 pm 

September 29, 2016 – Grade 1 – 6:30 pm            

 

CHECK US OUT ON FACEBOOK AT: 

 
www.facebook.com/tollandpublicschools 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

FOLLOW SUPERINTENDENT WILLETT ON TWITTER @: 
 

 
Search for: 

 
TPS_Sup_Willett 

Or 
Superint. Willett 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.facebook.com/tollandpublicschools
https://twitter.com/TPS_Sup_Willett
https://twitter.com/TPS_Sup_Willett
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LINKS AND OTHER ARTICLES OF POTENTIAL INTEREST 
 

 
Stem Scouts Flyer 
 
Stem Scouts Information Packet 
 
Stem Scouts Curriculum Guide 
 
Cider Mill Family Fun Run 5K Application 
 
December 7, 2016 – Workshop on Internet Safety 
 
Board of Education Meeting Agenda  

http://www.tolland.k12.ct.us/UserFiles/Servers/Server_891568/File/STEM_Council_Flyer_Tolland%20Joining%20Night.pdf
http://www.tolland.k12.ct.us/UserFiles/Servers/Server_891568/File/Recruitment%20Packet.pdf
http://www.tolland.k12.ct.us/UserFiles/Servers/Server_891568/File/STEM_CurriculumBrochure_FINAL.pdf
http://www.tolland.k12.ct.us/UserFiles/Servers/Server_891568/File/CiderMill_5k_2016-Final.pdf
http://www.tolland.k12.ct.us/UserFiles/Servers/Server_891568/File/Tolland%202016%20Flyer.pdf
http://www.tolland.k12.ct.us/UserFiles/Servers/Server_891568/File/2016_9_28_BOE%20Agenda%20with%20Attachments.pdf

