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 Here for you 860-335-2455 

 
 

UPDATE FOR 9/19/2016 
 

JUMP TO SCHOOL UPDATES: 
Please CLICK BELOW to get the DIGITAL BACKPACK information for the listed school: 

BG 
TIS 

TMS 
THS 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Perhaps J.K Rowling said it best: It is our choices that show what we truly are… 
 
A request to bring the Open Choice program to Tolland: 
 
It is my hope that many of you know from meetings, conversations, breakfasts or otherwise that I care 
deeply for the students and the community of Tolland. This weekend my daughters and I attended 
Celebrate Tolland and had the great opportunity to talk, laugh and enjoy the beautiful weather and event 
with the community. A deep thanks to Bruce Watt (Recreation Director) and the Recreation Department 
for putting it on! During this event I was approached about the recent decision by the Board of Education 
to seek participation in the Choice program and told of some social media traffic about the decision. 
As the newsletter following that decision – I thought this would be a good medium to put some 
information out there. In addition, please come with any comments or questions to the next 

http://www.bgp.tolland.k12.ct.us/cms/One.aspx?portalId=892415&pageId=1682918
http://www.tis.tolland.k12.ct.us/UserFiles/Servers/Server_892145/File/DB%209-19-16.pdf
http://www.tms.tolland.k12.ct.us/cms/One.aspx?portalId=892040&pageId=7310107
http://www.tolland.k12.ct.us/UserFiles/Servers/Server_891568/File/THSWeeklyBulletin-9-17-16.pdf
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Superintendent’s Breakfast on October 3rd at 9:00 AM. Please know, however, that I will make myself 
available to any person or group that would like to discuss it further. 

Some of the most important initiatives I am working on for the Tolland Public Schools today center 
around what I am calling the 3 C’s: Curriculum (and Instruction), Comprehensive Assessment (or more of 
a “whole child” style of assessment) and Culture. Our district’s participation in the Choice program will 
benefit Tolland in all of these initiatives, but for the sake of brevity I will speak mostly to the benefits to 
the Culture of the Tolland Public Schools. 
 
I have been talking about culturally responsive opportunities for Tolland students for some time, both in 
the breakfasts, in committees, and in Board of Education meetings. I have shared some of the more recent 
challenges (an audit by the Office of Civil Rights) and some of our opportunities to build upon what we 
offer our students to enhance our school culture and climate. 
 
One such opportunity is the Choice program. The Tolland Public Schools, for a long time, have been 
involved with great culture and climate programs. Positive Behavioral Interventions and Supports (PBIS) 
is one such program, and there are others. One of the things we teach through PBIS is respect and an 
appreciation of people who are different from ourselves. One of the obstacles to our children’s growth and 
development in Tolland is that the student population is highly concentrated in certain ethnic and cultural 
backgrounds – with little exposure to students who are different than themselves. Teaching an 
appreciation for those different from themselves with little to no exposure to people different from 
themselves is not optimal for education, unity and understanding, nor is it good for the children. 
During my time here I was visited by families that have struggled in Tolland. I have witnessed some 
behaviors in our student body that concern me. In my time here I have come to understand there is a need 
for the Tolland Public Schools to move from “tolerance” and “acceptance” to affirmation and solidarity. 
Talking about having culturally responsive education, but not doing anything to ameliorate the problem of 
not having people to be culturally responsive to, is just talking. 
 
As I started to look at the data, I found something astounding. Although there are efforts being made, 
particularly since Sheff vs. O’Neill, to reduce the problem – Connecticut remains a highly segregated 
state. And the Tolland Public Schools are some of the most segregated in the state. There is plenty of 
information to corroborate this, and I can expound upon it in more detail in other settings. There is a 
graphic that demonstrates this dynamic embedded in the CT MIRROR article:   
 
http://ctmirror.org/2014/06/20/60-years-after-brown-vs-board-of-education-still-separate-in-connecticut/ 
 
This interactive map shows the level of segregation in Connecticut from the year 1968 through 2013. As 
one selects the different “years” keeping an eye on Tolland, one can see the situation has not changed all 
that much since 1969 for Tolland. Another potential resource to review is the Power Point attachment to 
this newsletter covering some aspects of the program. 
 
Research led me to an examination of the Choice program in Connecticut. A group of schools have joined 
the Open Choice program, which essentially offers students in Hartford the opportunity to attend non-
magnet district schools in suburban towns (and vis a versa). These school districts include Avon, Berlin, 

http://ctmirror.org/2014/06/20/60-years-after-brown-vs-board-of-education-still-separate-in-connecticut/
http://www.tolland.k12.ct.us/UserFiles/Servers/Server_891568/File/SuperintendentBulletin/2016_9_19/2016_Open%20Choice%20Presentation.pdf
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Bolton, Bristol, Canton, Cromwell, East Granby, East Windsor, Ellington, Enfield, Farmington, 
Glastonbury, Granby, Newington, Plainville, Portland, Rocky Hill, Simsbury, Somers, South Windsor, 
Southington, Suffield, West Hartford, Wethersfield, Windsor and Windsor Locks.  
 
In short, participating districts decide themselves how many seats to offer in this program every year. 
Parents of interested students apply for these seats. My objective would be to bring students in at the 
earliest pre-k and elementary level, so that the children can grow up together. This also allows for 
continuity and progression in the education program for the children. This would begin in the 2017-2018 
year – and would be limited to the number of seats we decide to offer and to which Hartford parents 
request Tolland. I would expect that the number of students that might be interested in coming to school 
in Tolland for the coming year would be between zero and ten. With declining enrollment, if even as 
many as ten students were added to Kindergarten (which is unlikely) class sizes would be about 18. If the 
smallest classes (incoming K and 1) received ten students each in the next year or two Tolland would 
stand to receive up to $124,500.00 and class sizes would likely be approximately at about 18. This is 
possible largely due to decreasing enrollments. At a time when revenue is going down, this program 
provides both revenue and opportunity. By participating in this program Tolland will have access to 
additional personnel outside of what is supported by the Tolland budget, including support specialists, 
early beginnings coordinators, educational resource specialists, and transition coordinators as well as 
administrative support. In addition Tolland will have access to ADL programs, book clubs, “Dine and 
Discuss” dinner series, leadership institutes, special education supports, culturally responsive education 
training, welcoming schools training and multiple grant opportunities.  
 
The Tolland Public Schools do not pick up the cost of transportation of the Choice students, and will not 
pay for any special education outplacement expenditures beyond the Tolland typical per pupil 
expenditure. While the reimbursement for students is below our own per pupil expenditure, what is 
available to receive in grant opportunities, training programs and personnel support provide resources that 
Tolland needs and would otherwise have to pay for regardless. These resources benefit all of the children 
in our schools. We cannot continue business as usual in Tolland if we wish students to receive an 
education that will serve them well in this country and the world; where understanding others will be 
crucial to their own success and that of the nation. 
 
In the coming months I will hold community workshops on this program. These workshops will include 
people from the state, and others where questions can be asked and answered. Please attend, the more 
conversation the better. If in the end there isn’t community support in Tolland for this program, it will not 
occur. After all, it would not be fair to subject children to a community that does not welcome them. I do 
not believe that will happen here.  
 
Finally, to finish my introduction today, but not in any way end the conversation, I leave you with these 
two “shortened” quotes – one from Mother Teresa (A Simple Path) “The greatest disease in the West 
today is not TB or leprosy; it is being unwanted, unloved…” and from Martin Luther King Jr’s letter from 
a Birmingham Jail “Injustice anywhere is a threat to justice everywhere.” I hold these dear to my heart as 
we embark on this journey – one of my calls to the staff at convocation was to approach all education with 
“Love and Humanity” and I believe this qualifies as an important step in that endeavor. 
Sincerely, 
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Superintendent Willett 
 

 Mark them in your calendar!  
 

Breakfast with the Superintendent 2016-2017: 
October 3, November 9, December 12, February 6, March 6, April 3, May 1, 
and June 5. Breakfast is at 9:00 am at the Board of Education Office.  
 
Please note that November 7 was moved to November 9. 
_______________________________________________________________ 
 

 

BUDGET WORKSHOPS – 7:00 pm-THS Library COMMUNITY WORKSHOPS 

October 5, 2016  

November 16, 2016 October 19, 2016 – 7:00 pm-Standardized 
Assessment and the Tolland Public Schools 

January 9, 2017 December 7, 2016 – Internet Safety Presentation-
Tolland High School Auditorium – 7:00 – 8:30 pm 

January 18, 2017 February 8, 2017 – 7:00 pm-Topic and Location-
TBD 

February 15, 2017 April 5, 2017 – 7:00 pm-Topic and Location TBD 

** Please note if it snows on January 9 or 
January 18, the make-up day will be January 23. 

June 7, 2017 –7:00 pm-Topic and Location TBD 
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Athletic Openings 

 
We are seeking a High School Varsity Girls Lacrosse Coach for the Tolland Public Schools Athletic 

Program 
The position requires Connecticut State Coaching Certification  

Current CPR and First Aid Courses 
For more information and to apply visit our website at 

www.tolland.k12.ct.us 
 

District Offices/Human Resources/Employment Opportunities 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

TOLLAND HIGH SCHOOL OPEN HOUSE 

February 9, 2017 – 6:30 pm 

 

TOLLAND INTERMEDIATE SCHOOL CURRICULUM NIGHT 

September 20, 2016 – Grade 4 – 6:30 pm 

September 21, 2016 – Grade 5 – 6:30 pm 

 

BIRCH GROVE PRIMARY SCHOOL CURRICULUM NIGHT 

September 22, 2016 – Kindergarten – 6:30 pm 

September 28, 2016 – Grade 2 – 6:30 pm 

September 29, 2016 – Grade 1 – 6:30 pm            

 

 

 

http://www.tolland.k12.ct.us/
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News from the Cafeteria 
Healthy Snacks are offered at TIS   

 A limited number of Snacks are available for purchase during each lunch wave. 
Tolland Public Schools participates in Healthy Food Certification  
and all of our Snacks meet the Connecticut Nutrition Standards!   

Items may include: 
small bags of baked chips, whole grain rich pretzels or popcorn 

100% frozen juice treats 
whole grain rich cookies and dessert items 

whole grain rich cereal bars 
small ice cream treats 

If you have questions, please contact Abby Kassman-Harned, Director of Food Service 
aharned@tolland.k12.ct.us or 860-870-6853 ext. 109 

 

 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Important message regarding Supplemental Nutrition Assistance 
Program 

USDA requires that all parents be notified of the availability of the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance 
Program within school districts.  End Hunger CT! has teamed up with local schools to provide 
families with information about SNAP, the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program. SNAP is a 
federally funded program that was created to assist individuals and families to supplement their food 
budget. One of the many benefits of SNAP is that participation in the program automatically makes 
your child or children eligible for FREE SCHOOL MEALS. End Hunger CT! has SNAP call center 
associates available to pre-screen you for eligibility and complete your application. Many families 
are surprised that they qualify for this benefit. The screening and application process is quick, easy, 
and confidential. Contact EHC! today @ 866-974-SNAP (7627) and speak with one of our call center 
associates (English or Spanish speaking available) or visit their website and use their online pre-
screening tool at www.ctsnap.org.  

INFORMATION ON THE SUPPLEMENTAL NUTRITION ASSISTANCE PROGRAM (SNAP) 

 
 
 

mailto:aharned@tolland.k12.ct.us
http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/HIvLSL7e11qPEOUWC9WQKw%7E%7E/AAAAAQA%7E/RgRZqsagP0EIAGvV3lqZM4ZXA3NwY1gEAAAAAEIKAAEgk8lXPDJWUVIUa21lY3RlYXVAaG90bWFpbC5jb20JUQQAAAAARBVodHRwOi8vd3d3LmN0c25hcC5vcmdHpnsiZW52IjoicHJvZCIsInNlcXVlbmNlIjoiMSIsInNoYXJkaWQiOiI3IiwiZW1haWxTb3VyY2UiOiJDVVNUT01FUl9KT0IiLCJjdXN0b21lcmlkIjoiNTc3OSIsInNlbnRUaW1lTXMiOiItMzQ1NTk1MjA0Iiwiam9iaWQiOiIxNDAyIiwidXNlcmlkIjoiMjExIiwicGVyc29uaWQiOiIyMDE2In0%7E
http://www.tolland.k12.ct.us/UserFiles/Servers/Server_891568/File/2016-2017%20SNAP.pdf
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A MESSAGE FROM FAMILY RESOURCE CENTER 
 

The Tolland Family Resource Center is ready to help you and your children grow together. 
We offer home visiting through our Parents as Teacher's Program, playgroups, Spanish classes, preschool, 
before and after school care, ESL for adults, parenting classes and daycare provider training.  For more 
information visit our website www.myteacherpages/webpages/tollandfrc. 
 
Thank you so much! 
 
  
Laurel Leibowitz 
Tolland Family Resource Center Coordinator  
Birch Grove Primary School 
247 Rhodes Rd. 
Tolland, CT 06084 
(860) 870-6750 X 30215 

 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

CHECK US OUT ON FACEBOOK AT: 

 
www.facebook.com/tollandpublicschools 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

 
FOLLOW SUPERINTENDENT WILLETT ON TWITTER @: 

 

 
Search for: 

 
TPS_Sup_Willett 

Or 
Superint. Willett 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

http://www.facebook.com/tollandpublicschools
https://twitter.com/TPS_Sup_Willett
https://twitter.com/TPS_Sup_Willett
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LINKS AND OTHER ARTICLES OF POTENTIAL INTEREST 
 

 
Stem Scouts Flyer 
 
Stem Scouts Information Packet 
 
Stem Scouts Curriculum Guide 
 
Volunteers Needed-Cider Mill 5K 
 
Cider Mill Family Fun Run 5K Application 
 
Fall Fertilizer Letter 

http://www.tolland.k12.ct.us/UserFiles/Servers/Server_891568/File/STEM_Council_Flyer_Tolland%20Joining%20Night.pdf
http://www.tolland.k12.ct.us/UserFiles/Servers/Server_891568/File/Recruitment%20Packet.pdf
http://www.tolland.k12.ct.us/UserFiles/Servers/Server_891568/File/STEM_CurriculumBrochure_FINAL.pdf
http://www.tolland.k12.ct.us/UserFiles/Servers/Server_891568/File/2016%20CMRR%20Volunteer%20Flyer.pdf
http://www.tolland.k12.ct.us/UserFiles/Servers/Server_891568/File/CiderMill_5k_2016-Final.pdf
http://www.tolland.k12.ct.us/UserFiles/Servers/Server_891568/File/Fall%20Fertilizer%20letter%202016.pdf

