
Tolland Board of Education 
Communication and Outreach Committee 

 
Minutes – March 20, 2014 
 
Members Present:  Karen Moran (Chair), Kathy Gorsky, Alfred Fratoni 
 
Administrators and Staff Present:  William D. Guzman, Superintendent 
 
 
The meeting was called to order at 6:35pm 
 
 
Website Task Force – Mrs. Moran noted that there has been significant interest 
from residents to participate on this task force. Included in the task force will be 
two school staff members as well. The advertisement for the task force was sent 
out in school digital backpacks, posted on Tolland Patch and sent out via the 
town e-blast system. Next steps will be to plan an initial meeting for members to 
get started and discuss goals and ideas. 
 
Community Conversation – Mrs. Moran noted that once the website task force 
is in place, she would start with an initial invitation/request to be sent out to 
residents and community members. A list of possible Planning Committee 
members has been started. Mr. Guzman suggested contacting Bev Bellody in the 
Human Services department for additional suggestions of community members. 
Mrs. Gorsky noted that she could make suggestion of residents to ask as well. 
Mrs. Moran also noted that she could reach out to Nancy Polk from Community 
Conversations to inquire about a possible invitation template that has been used 
in the past. 
 
Outreach/Flyer – Mrs. Gorsky noted that she created a flyer advertising different 
school events that were coming up, which was posted at the public library, town 
hall, and senior center.  The group discussed other possible locations to post 
such flyers as well as future events that could be advertised in more visible 
locations. 
 
Newsletter – Mr. Guzman noted that Administrators are making 
recommendations by April 1st for student/staff accomplishments to be included in 
the upcoming newsletter publication. The group discussed other possible 
features for the newsletter such as the Honeywell Green Boot Camp, the 
Community Conversation and TMS volunteer painting project. 
 
DRA Workshop – Mr. Guzman noted that the workshop is scheduled for 
Thursday, March 27 from 7:00 – 8:30pm in the THS library. Another reminder will 
be sent out in the school’s digital backpacks and town e-blast. 
 



TMS Volunteer Painting Projects/Honeywell – Mr. Guzman noted that he had 
attended a meeting with Patrick Doyle and the Rebuilding Providence 
representative as well as John Carroll to discuss moving forward with a plan to 
complete this project. Possible dates were also discussed. Mrs. Moran noted that 
she would confirm with Mr. Doyle on any specifics and would plan to 
communicate plans as information is confirmed. 
 
Honeywell Green Boot Camp – Mr. Guzman noted that Cheryl Mawaka, 7th 
Grade Science Teacher, submitted an application to attend the Green Boot 
Camp sponsored by Honeywell. She was awaiting approval of her application. 
 
All-Day Kindergarten – Mrs. Moran asked if there should be specific 
communication regarding the board’s commitment to an all-day kindergarten 
program. Mr. Guzman noted that it was best to wait until after the referendum. 
Mr. Swanson, Birch Grove principal, would be communicating with parents 
registering their children for kindergarten. 
 
Referendum Voting – Mrs. Moran mentioned that in the past the district has 
reminded parents/families about the referendum date. Mr. Guzman noted that 
there are new laws about using phone alert systems, so the district could no 
longer utilize the Alert Now phone message. The district should still be able to 
utilize Digital backpack messaging, however Mr. Guzman would check the legal 
language. Mrs. Moran noted that community groups like Friends of Tolland 
Schools would be helpful in getting the word out. 
 
2014-15 District Calendar – Mr. Guzman noted that the 2014-15 district 
calendar would be advertised to the public via the digital backpacks and town e-
blast for input. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 7:35pm. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Karen Moran 
 


