
Tolland Board of Education 
Communication and Outreach Committee 

 
Minutes – February 20, 2014 
 
Members Present:  Karen Moran (Chair), Kathy Gorsky 
 
Administrators and Staff Present:  William D. Guzman, Superintendent 
 
Other Attendees: Adam Sher, Director of Technology 
 
The meeting was called to order at 10:06am 
 
District Websites - The group discussed the review, capabilities, and possible 
improvements of the District and Schools websites. Mr. Sher noted that the 
district uses Sharp School as their web host site and they will be coming out with 
new templates soon. A percentage of the total website hosting cost is refundable 
with a net cost of $4,000. Mrs. Moran noted that there were volunteers in the 
community that were willing to help. Mr. Sher will consult with the Technology 
Committee for feedback regarding taking on the task of reviewing the websites 
for content, consistency and creating a district-wide calendar feature, and if other 
members could be added to the committee. The group also discussed the 
possibility of creating a Task Force. Mr. Guzman also noted that the suggestion 
to create an Education Technology Director has been brought to previous boards 
of education. 
 
Outreach to Senior Residents – Mrs. Gorsky noted that she had not heard 
back from Ms. Weigand regarding submission of the school musicals in their 
monthly newsletter. NOTE: After adjournment of this meeting, Mrs. Gorsky did 
hear back from Ms. Weigand, and the advertisement of free admission to the 
spring musicals’ dress rehearsals for Seniors would be placed in the Senior 
Center’s March newsletter. Mrs. Gorsky will look into creating a flyer for the 
Senior Center to include such events as: school sports, THS Café seating on 
Fridays, etc. Mrs. Gorsky will also contact Bev Bellody to discuss other ways this 
committee could reach out to our Senior residents. 
 
“Inside Tolland Schools” Newsletter – Plans will proceed to produce a Spring 
newsletter with an overall theme of focusing on Students, Teachers and Staff 
accomplishments, BOE initiatives, and the Community Conversation that is in the 
planning stages right now. Mr. Guzman will discuss possible submissions with 
the administrators. 
 
DRA Workshop – The group discussed a possible date for the next and final 
workshop to be conducted by DRA for the district’s facility study. Mr. Guzman 
contacted DRA and March 27th has been targeted as a possible date. Mr. 
Guzman will continue to discuss with DRA and the Finance & Facilities 



Committee. He will also check on the availability of Tolland High School for the 
final workshop. This committee will assist with communication on this matter. 
 
Tolland Middle School Painting/Beautification – The group discussed the 
interior painting project and how Honeywell will provide volunteers to help. Mrs. 
Moran and Mrs. Gorsky both agreed that utilizing local volunteers alongside the 
Honeywell volunteers would be advantageous in getting a larger area painted at 
the school. The #1 areas identified were the bathrooms. Mr. Guzman would 
contact John Carroll to prioritize areas of greatest need for painting as well as a 
list of supplies needed.  Mrs. Moran added that sprucing up the TMS courtyard 
areas could also be another worthy project where community groups and other 
volunteers could be utilized. 
 
Honeywell’s Green Boot Camp - The Honeywell Green Boot Camp is a 
program that teaches middle school teachers how to turn their classrooms into 
places where ideas about sustainability can thrive. Held June 22-27 in San 
Diego, CA, this award-winning program gives teachers the opportunity to view 
sustainable educational methods from their students' perspectives. The deadline 
for application is March 14th. Mr. Guzman has asked Dr. Willett to inquire as to 
any staff members at TMS that may be interested. 
 
Community Conversation Grant – Mrs. Moran spoke with Nancy Polk of 
Community Conversations of CT. A possible topic for Tolland could be 
“Schools/Families/Community Partnerships”. The towns of Cromwell and Killingly 
are focusing on this particular topic. We will need to select 20 people for a 
Planning Committee, including 10 people to be trained as moderators. Planning 
Committee members can consist of parents, students, teachers, business 
leaders, senior residents, and civic groups. Selection of a date for the event is of 
immediate concern. May and June tend to be filled with other end of year 
activities. Saturday mornings tend to be easier for attendance and less expensive 
for providing food. The grant funds are used for supplies and food for the event. 
Mrs. Moran to contact Nancy Polk with additional questions. Can we go beyond 
this fiscal year in selecting a date? 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 11:52am. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Karen Moran 
 
Karen Moran 
 
 


