
Tolland Board of Education 
Communication and Outreach (ADHOC) Committee 

 
Minutes – April 23, 2014 
 
Members Present:  Karen Moran (Chair), Kathy Gorsky 
 
Administrators and Staff Present:  William D. Guzman, Superintendent 
 
 
The meeting was called to order at 9:35am 
 
Newsletter – Mr. Guzman presented a first draft of the Spring newsletter. Still 
need a TMS article with possible focus on the musical and grader level 
information. Mrs. Moran and Mrs. Gorsky will go over the draft and edit to fit a 
message from the Board of Education on the front page. THS graphics dept. 
needs one week to print, collate, etc. Will need to go to print in time to mail by the 
first week of June. 
 
Honeywell Green Boot Camp – Mr. Guzman noted that Cheryl Mawaka (7th 
Grade Science Teacher) was not accepted into the camp. There were 450 total 
applicants and only 70 are selected. She can re-apply in 2015. 
 
TMS Volunteer Painting Projects/Honeywell – Mr. Guzman noted that dates 
were selected for utilizing our town volunteers to prep the areas at TMS to be 
painted by Honeywell volunteers which are June 14th and 21st. Honeywell pays 
for supplies. Mr. Guzman is looking into liability issues/insurance waivers for all 
volunteers. Mr. Doyle will report out from the Finance and Facilities committee at 
our next board meeting on 4/30 regarding this project. 
 
Advertising School Events and Outreach – We discussed having a plan in the 
future for advertising specific school events such as the THS and TMS musicals. 
Possibly utilizing the THS graphics department to create banners for each 
school’s performance to be displayed in front of town hall or at exit 68. Other 
ideas:  include the Senior Center choral group in the THS musical; have the 
culinary students provide cookies for a short intermission during the dress 
rehearsal for the seniors; have other students “usher” the senior guests into the 
auditorium. Mrs. Gorsky noted that she could bring up these ideas at the next 
Friends of Tolland Music meeting. 
 
Website Task Force – Mrs. Moran noted that the task force had their first 
meeting and 10 members attended. It is a very enthusiastic group and the 
meeting included getting to know each other and what everyone brought for 
expertise to the task force and the group discussed the needs of the websites. 
The group’s recommendations will be presented to the Communications 
committee first and then to the Board of Education. 



 
Community Conversation – Mrs. Moran noted that she was waiting to hear 
back from Nancy Polk regarding a sample invitation/letter that could be used to 
send out to potential planning committee members. Digital Backpack and Tolland 
Patch would be utilized to advertise for members as well.  Potential community 
members were discussed and will be looked into. 
 
Board Meetings / Locations – meeting locations at TIS and TMS could be 
affected by the geothermal drilling. We will monitor the progress of the drilling. 
 
School Resource Officer – Mr. Guzman noted that as we progress with the 
implementation of the SRO, the Communications Committee will be involved in 
communicating to the school community and the Tolland community as a whole. 
 
 
Meeting adjourned at 11:15am 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Karen Moran 
 


