
Tolland Board of Education 

Curriculum Committee Minutes 

February 3rd 2022 

 

Members Present: Jacob Marie (Chair), Jayden Regisford, Christina Plourd 

Members Absent: None 

Others Present: Dr. Willett (Superintendent of Schools) 

Meeting called to order at 3:39pm 

1. Wit and Wisdom Budget Request for 8th Grade: Dr. Willett provided a summary of the Wit and 
Wisdom program – an interdisciplinary program that can be used in grades k-8.  Dr. Willett 
stated that the program is well developed and supported by research. Ms. Plourd asked about 
feedback from the 6th and 7th grade teachers (who currently use the program). Dr. Willett stated 
that feedback has been generally positive, with a few exceptions that have mostly arisen when 
Wit and Wisdom takes the place of a custom developed lesson. Mr. Marie confirmed that the 
goals of the program are reading comprehension and social studies. Dr. Willett added that in 
addition to helping with these learning goals, the program is valuable because it is a consistent 
program across classes and grade levels. Mr. Marie confirmed that the program is replacing a 
patchwork of other programs that accomplished similar objectives. Ms. Plourd asked if Wit and 
Wisdom was an annual purchase. Dr. Willett stated that it is a one-time purchase but that 
updates to the program would need to be purchased to keep it current. Ms. Plourd stated that 
she likes the program over all, but is concerned about retaining each teacher’s ability to create 
their own lesson plans. Dr. Willett stated that teachers will still have some autonomy. Mr. 
Regisford asked if there were plans to expand the program into grades k-2. Dr. Willett stated 
that the Committee would cover this question under item 4 of the agenda. 

2. Review of Newly Selected Science Textbooks for Purchase: Dr. Willett stated that current 
Tolland Middle School (TMS) science textbooks have an average copyright date of 2007 and are 
thus outdated and in need of replacement. Savvas digital textbooks were piloted last year and 
were generally considered inadequate. Houghton-Mifflin-Harcourt digital textbooks, the only 
ones on the market that are specifically written to be in compliance with NGSS standards, are 
being piloted this year with measurably more success than Savvas. Thus, it is the Houghton-
Mifflin-Harcourt science textbooks that have been selected for purchase in the upcoming fiscal 
year, provided that the BOE approves money in the budget for them. Dr.  Willett explained that 
the textbook package would be all digital, and include a number of different tools including lab 
simulations and lesson plans. A one-year digital license is included in the Superintendent’s 
Proposed Budget, with a teacher’s hard copy and consumable workbooks included with the 
license. Ms. Plourd asked if Dr. Willett could provide a cost difference between a one-year and a 
multiyear subscription. She also clarified that the package would be for grades 6-8 and asked if 
students would still be able to do experiments in real life as well. Dr. Willett stated that students 
will still be conducting non-virtual experiments. Mr. Regisford stated that he likes the concept of 
online labs, especially with the Covid-19 pandemic. 



3. BGP Social Studies Units aligned with Frameworks: Dr.  Willett reviewed the history of social 
studies curriculum at Birch Grove and noted that it has been neglected since the 
implementation of Common Core State Standards (CCSS). The proposal is to replace the current 
curriculum with a new program called “Making a Difference.” The new curriculum has four 
sections and would focus on the titular goal of teaching kids how to make a difference in their 
communities. Ms. Plourd asked if “Making a Difference” was developed by Tolland teachers. Dr. 
Willett stated that it was and added that it is best described as a “grade 2 civics class.” Mr. 
Marie stated that he likes how “Making a Difference” relates more strongly to material covered 
in upper grades, providing continuity. He added that he does suggest that the district retain 
some elements of the existing program that are popular with students and parents. Ms. Plourd 
asked if the teachers came to Dr. Willett to develop the curriculum. Dr.  Willett stated that he 
asked the teachers to develop Making a Difference. Mr. Regisford asked if there was a sufficient 
level of interactive learning. Dr. Willett replied by stating that there are a number of hand-on 
activities. Mr. Regisford asked if field trips are included in Making a Difference. Dr. Willett stated 
that he hoped to develop more social studies related field trips. Mr. Marie asked the Curriculum 
Committee members to review the Making a Difference outline provided to them in preparation 
for a more in-depth discussion at a later meeting. Dr. Willett noted that there will be a partial 
rollout of Making a Difference starting in March of the current school year. 

4. Future: Mr. Marie reviewed a list of items that will be on agendas in the next couple of months. 
5. Adjournment: Mr. Regisford moved to adjourn the meeting at 4:50pm and Mr. Marie seconded 

the motion. The motion passed unanimously and the meeting adjourned at 4:50pm. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Jacob Marie 

 
 


