
TOLLAND BOARD OF EDUCATION 

POLICY COMMITTEE MINUTES 

OCTOBER, 15, 2014 

Members present:  Kathy Gorsky, chair; Tom Frattaroli, Steve Clark 

Administrator present:  Dr. Tym McDowell, Interim Superintendent 

The meeting began at 1:14. 

The meeting began with a discussion of Bylaw 9130.  The policy states that the Board 
will set a calendar of regular meetings for the ensuing year at the first regular meeting in 
November.  The committee is recommending that the language be changed to state that 
this will occur no later than the first regular meeting in November.   This allows more 
time for people to plan their schedules if the calendar is, in fact, ready for approval 
before November. 

Mr. Clark felt that the policy committee also needs to review the BOE calendar before it 
is submitted to the full board.  He stated that is has always been done this way.  
However, Bylaw 9130 does not require this procedure.  The committee decided to allow 
the Board to adopt the 2014-2015 meeting calendar at the next Board meeting and then 
review the Bylaw for possible changes for next year. 

A discussion of procedure for adopting the school calendar ensued.  The policy 
regulating such procedure used to be 6111; however, this policy no longer exists.  Dr. 
McDowell will provide a policy for this procedure based on Shipman and Goodwin’s 
model and the committee will review it at the next committee meeting.  It was suggested 
that the policy should allow review of the school calendar by the policy committee, 
followed by two readings by the full Board. 

The committee next reviewed policy 5081 and its corresponding regulation.  This policy 
is our Bullying Prevention and Intervention Policy and the regulation is our Safe School 
Climate Plan.  They were required by the state to be updated by September 1, 2014.  
As there are quite a few changes to the policy and regulation, the committee agreed to 
review them at home and discuss them at the next policy committee meeting.  The most 
significant change to the policy is that it needs to include language that prohibits “teen 
dating violence.”   

Next, policy 6012 regarding Personal Technology was discussed.  It was pointed out by 
the Student Representatives, Charles Perosino and Sarah Welch, that students are not 
allowed access to their cellphones according to the high school handbook.  However, 
this conflicts with the Board’s policy regarding personal technology.  It was pointed out 



that many students use their phones as their “personal technology”, as they can access 
the internet with them.  There should be consistency between Board policy and the 
student handbook.  Dr. McDowell will speak to Dominique Fox regarding the rationale 
for the restrictions on cellphone use and will get back to the committee. 

Ms. Gorsky also pointed out that the student handbook has not been updated to include 
changes to the student dress code.  Dr. McDowell will also speak to Ms. Fox about this 
topic.  

Finally, Dr. McDowell updated the committee on progress that has been made in 
codifying the Board policies both numerically and alphabetically.  As it is a very time-
consuming job, it will take quite a long time to finish.  

The next policy committee meeting will take place on November 19 at 1:00. 

The meeting adjourned at 3:15. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Kathy Gorsky 


