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Where to start….  The weekend of 3/23 was a series of “firsts” for RAGE since moving to Tolland.  It was the 
first time that RAGE was ranked 1st (or 2nd or 3rd….) at a District Event and we held the top 5 position for 
most of the weekend.  It was the first time that RAGE finished an event ranked in the top 8 (we were ranked 
3rd at the end of qualifications) and were the captain of the #2 alliance.  We finished the playoffs as the 
District Event finalists—taking the finals to 3 matches after ultimately falling to Teams 2168, 78 and 4796.  As 
we were still reeling from the excitement of the playoffs, we were then awarded the Excellence in Engineering 
Award—the last “first” of the weekend.   

How we got here:  After our weekend at the Southeast Mass District Event two weeks earlier, we had a few 
goals for the Rhode Island Event.  We wanted to be able to consistently climb to Level 2 and wanted a Level 
3 climb in our back pocket if needed.  The build team and drivers wanted to look into moving the hatch 
grabber to the top of the claw for more reliable hatch pick-up.  The programmers also got to work on 
improving the camera and worked with the electrical team to add LED’s to the robot.  We had big goals and 
only 6 hours to finish.  As we headed to the event, we had the claw re-assembled, programming was set, we 
had mostly tested our climb and were waiting to see how the robot would perform on the real field, and we 
had LED’s ready to install—we just needed to make sure that we weren’t over-weight.  Our drivers had some 
more drive time with the practice robot and developed some strategies for the sandstorm period.   

LED’s! 

Our Playoff Alliance and Rhode Island District Event Finalists —Team 133 (BERT), Team 173 (RAGE), Team 5112 (The 

Gongoliers) & our backup for the final matches Team 2713 (I-Raiders) 
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Load in….  On Friday 3/22, a group of us descended on Bryant University.  We had made some 
improvements in the last 2 weeks and after our rough competition here 1 year ago, we were ready to show 
what we could do!   

Setting up the pits Testing our climb Thanks to our Unfundraiser contributors! 

Saturday—We had 1 practice match and 11 qualification matches scheduled on Saturday.  We had a scare 
in the practice match when the joysticks got disconnected and the robot was stuck on the platform for the 
duration of the match.  Everything turned around when the “real” matches started though.  Our first match 
went smoothly and we were able to do a smooth Level 2 climb and we earned 3 ranking points.  Mid-morning 
our Chairman’s Group presented and once again, they did a spectacular job.  While we didn’t win the award, 
the judge’s feedback was very positive—keep up the good work!  We couldn’t ask for more from our 
presenters!  In our 2nd match, we had our first Level 3 climb of the season and the RAGE cheers were 
CRAZY!!!  We kept up the momentum and finished the day with 9 wins and 2 losses.  With those wins, we 
managed three 4 ranking point (RP) matches, many 3 RP matches and in the 2 losses, we were able to earn 
at least 1 RP.  All of that added up to being ranked 2nd at the end of Day 1—the highest ranking in recent 
RAGE history.  Our Dean’s List nominees also interviewed for the Dean’s List Award.  It was a busy day and 
RAGE’s cheering section was off the charts! 

Getting the robot synced with the 

field, the drivers view of the field and 

Mr. Cochis relaxes after the kids get 

the pits all set. 
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Chairman’s ! 

Our Dean’s List Semi-Finalists 

Level 3 Climb Success! 

Going for Level 3... 

Function Check! 

It’s a busy day for everyone…. 

Talking with the judges 

Drive team on their way to the field 

Ready to go... 

Joe & Matt happy after surviving the 

“surprise” Saturday morning snow. 
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Jazzy (on the left), a RAGE alumna 

also had her first competition as the 

first female lead robot inspector in 

New England!!!  We missed here in RI 

but had some RAGE friends in Boston 

to cheer her on! 

End of day 2 ranking! 

Sunday— We entered  the day with 1 qualification match and knew we 
would be a higher seed choosing our alliance.  We were in unfamiliar 
territory…it felt good!  The drive team and scouting group met for quite a 
while Saturday night reviewing the scouting data the team had come up 
with over the course of the first 50 qualification matches and coming up 
with a plan for alliance selection and selected our top 24 teams. 

At the end of qualifications, we were seeded 3rd and were pretty confident 
that #1 would select #2, leaving us the overall 2nd pick.  We were excited 
to select Team 133 (BERT) as our first pick, giving us a strong offensive 
duo.  For our 3rd pick, we were looking for a team that could play strong 
defense or would be able to help with at least a few game pieces.  We 
were happy when Team 5112 (The Gongoliers) were still not chosen 
when it was our turn to pick as they were one of our top ranked defensive 
teams.  Our alliance was set and began our strategizing!  

Operation Red has begun—RAGE 

tradition is to have everyone “go red” 

for the playoffs! 

← Madalyn was our representative 

for Alliance Selection and went out 

with confidence and a plan.  No 

Jeopardy music needed! 
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Playoffs— In the quarterfinals, we met up with the 
#7 alliance and our alliance worked well, winning 
the first two by more than 30 points each time.  In 
the semifinals, we were up against the #6 alliance, 
led by team 2067 (Apple Pi).  It took us 3 matches 
to win 2 but we did it and were moving on to the 
finals.  In the finals, it was Alliance #1 against 
Alliance #2.  We knew we could compete and we 
were excited.  Due to some mechanical problems 
with our 3rd pick, Team 5112, we needed to bring 
in the backup, Team 2713 (I-Raiders).  Our plan 

was the same—RAGE and BERT 
were going to place as many 
game pieces as possible and the 
I-Raiders were going to play 
defense.  We swapped the first 
two matches and fought tough but 
in the end, the alliance of 2168, 
78 and 4796 took the 3rd match.  
It was intense, fantastic to watch 
and we were proud to end the 
day as the event finalists!  

Racing stripe for our base driver, Will Drive team pumped after a win 

James leading the conga line 

Our alliance took over the whole right 

half of the stands and definitely made 

some noise! 

A tradition we’d like to start—the 

finals handshake 

Excellence in Engineering Award!!  Per FIRST, this  is awarded to 

the team with a robot that “celebrates an elegant and 

advantageous machine feature”.   Props to our kids who 

designed a claw that could pick up hatches, cargo AND help us 

climb! an elegant and advantageous machine feature.  
Our leader, Mr. 

Davidson! 


